Complex prepositions and prep05|t|ons
after verbs

complex prepositions; verb + preposition - common patterns;

phrasal verbs: word order

% Dan is flying tomorrow afternoon
to visit his friend Jess in the south
of France. What do you know
about this part of France?

Mohtpe[lier S’

(R

@ 24a Listen to their telephone conversation. Which of these instructions best
represents the advice Jess gives to Dan?

1 Take a taxi from the airport to Montpellier station. Take the bus from Montpellier
to Perpignan. Take a taxi from Perpignan station to the hotel. Eat at Café Mathis on
Wednesday evening. Be in the hotel foyer at two o’clock on Thursday afternoon.

2 Take the bus from the airport to Montpellier station. Take the train from Montpellier
to Perpignan. Walk from Perpignan station to the hotel. Eat at Le Metropole on
Wednesday evening. Be at Café Mathis at two o'clock on Thursday afternoon.

3 Take a taxi from the airport to Montpellier station. Take the train from Montpellier
to Perpignan. Walk from Perpignan station to the hotel. Eat at Le Metropole on
Wednesday evening. Be in the hotel foyer at two o’clock on Thursday afternoon.

4 Take a taxi from the airport to Montpellier station. Take the train from Montpellier
to Perpignan. Take a taxi from Perpignan station to the hotel. Eat at Café Mathis on
Wednesday evening. Be in the hotel foyer at two o’clock on Thursday afternoon.

ﬁ @ 24a Listen again and write the exact words from the recording. The number of
words you should write in each space is given.

1 I'm really sorry, but I've messed ...... Wp..... (1) .....our plans . (2) for tomorrow.

2 So I won’t be able to pick.............. ) — (1) at the airport after all.

3 I'vefound.............. (1) o (3) from the SNCF website ...

4 You’'ll need to buy a ticket before you get ............... ) (2)

5 ... when you've checked ......cccsuen 11 (2), I suggest you get a meal
there:

6 INMsort............ ¢ ;1 (2) when [ pick you up on Thursday afternoon.

7 Relax on Thursday morning and walk ............... 1 [ [—— (1).

@ In which of the extracts can you reverse the order of the words in the first space and
the words in the second space?
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itions and prepositions after verbs

1 Complex prepositions

Prepositions can be either simple (one word) or complex (two or more words):
I'm really, really sorry about this.
The bus will only take you as far as the main square.

(» See Appendices 17.1 and 17.2.)

Some complex prepositions have a meaning similar to a simple preposition:
I wasn't able to reschedule the meeting, in spite of my efforts. (= despite)
All the people in front of me had been queuing for a long time. (= before)

2 Verb + preposition: common patterns

Don't forget to bring your camera with you.

I insist on paying your hotel bill.

After some verbs a preposition is needed to link the verb to what follows. If the preposition is followed by a
second verb, the verb must be an -ing form.

@ verb + object + prepositional phrase: (» See Appendix 18.1.)
I tried to reschedule the meeting for next week, but it's just impossible.

@ verb + preposition + object + preposition + object: (» See Appendix 18.2.)
She complained to the company about the unreliability of their bus service.

@ verb + preposition + -ing: (» See Appendix 18.3.)
Don’t worry about getting lost.

@ verb + object + preposition + -ing: (> See Appendix 18.4.)
I'd advise you against catching the bus.

@ verb + preposition + subject + -ing: (» See Appendix 18.5.)
You can depend on the train running on time.

3 Phrasal verbs: word order

I've booked you inte a hotel not far from the station.

book into is a transitive, two-word phrasal verb. The object here is you and the particle is into.

While you're strolling around, look out for Café Mathis.

look out for is a transitive, three-word phrasal verb. The object here is Café Mathis and the particles are out and for.
Something’s come up at work.

come up is an intransitive phrasal verb. There is no object.
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Some phrasal verbs can be used transitively or intransitively with the same meaning:
Feel free to call me back if there’s anything that’s not clear about tomorrow.

Call back later.

(» See Appendix 19.1.)

Others have different meanings when they are used transitively and intransitively:

I've looked up the online timetable and it appears that the last train from Montpellier to Perpignan
is at 21.51. (transitive verb = I've found the information)

The weather has been bad over the last week, but it seems to be looking up now.

(intransitive verb = improving)

(» See Appendix 19.2.)

With most phrasal verbs, the object can go before or after the particle:
I'll sort out the bill when I pick you up on Thursday morning. or
I'll sort the bill out when I pick vou up on Thursday morning.

(> See Appendix 19.3.)

A With these verbs we tend to put the object after the particle if the object is long:

You might want to take down some of the information I'm going to give to you. rather than

You might want to take some of the information I'm going to give to you down.

and we always put the object before the particle if the object is a pronoun:

I won't be able to pick you up at the airport after all. (not faven't-be-able-to-pick-up-yor—at-the-
A If the object consists of two or more items connected with and, it can occur before or after
the particle even if one or both of the items is a pronoun:

When I'm next in London I'll look you and your wife up. or

... I'll look up you and your wife. (look up = go and see them)

With some phrasal verbs, the object must go after the particle(s):

When you've checked into the hotel, I suggest you get a meal there. (not When-you've-checked-the-
hotel-into ...)

(> See Appendix 19.4.)

With a few phrasal verbs the object must go between the verb and the particle:

Although she was the youngest in the class, she used to order the other children about.

(not ... she-used-to-order-aboutrtheother-children.)

(> See Appendix 19.5.)

A few three-word phrasal verbs have two objects, one after the verb and the other after the
particles:

I'll take you up on your offer to buy me a meal. (verb = take up on; objects = you and your offer)
(» See Appendix 19.6.)
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s and prepositions after verbs

Complete the sentences using the notes in brackets. Use an appropriate tense for the
verb. If two word orders are possible, give them both.

school / away).
3 Sarah got really angry during the meeting, and eventually she ............................
(gather / her papers / up) and stormed out.

4 T (bump / Cherie / into) in town. She said she’ll phone you later.

5 A: Have I got everybody on the list now?
B: No, you ....coocoooviiiiiiin, (leave / Dave’s name / out).

R R ——— (tell / the twins / apart), they look so similar.

7 [don’t suppose there's:any Way We all........cuvwsmmsssss (talk / you / leaving college /
out / of), is there?

8 You should really try and .......................... (get / some food / down), even if you're not
hungry.

9 Our neighbours are so inconsiderate. Last night they ........................... (wake / me and

my husbhand / up) at three o’clock in the morning playing loud music.

10 The new shop has loads of computers on show so that youcan ....................... (try /
them / out) before buying.

11 A: You don’t think Gary was telling the truth, then?
B: Na; [ thinkhe ..oonmmosnsens (make / the whole story / up).

Complete the sentences using a complex preposition which includes the word in
brackets and followed by a sentence ending from the box.

their ability to pay  their health  a-cut-in-theirsalaries a strict protein-only diet
an apology  the train driver cream  his wishes  the 10,000 predicted
an excellent art gallery 30" September  a terrorist attack

1 The workers got extra paid holiday in.¢xchang for & cul in ther salaries. . (exchange)

2 Theconcertattracted only 2,000 people........omuvsseie . (against)

3 The pudding recipe’s very rich, isn’t it? Do you think I could use yogurt
............................. ? (place)

4 1 think healthcare should be available to all people, ............................. . (irrespective)
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The city has drawn up plans for the evacuation of thousands of people
............................. . (event)

She’s lost a lot of weight recently, ............................ . (thanks)

Although he didn’t spend much of his life in Ireland, he was buried there
............................. . (accordance)

My parents want to move somewhere out of the city ..............cccocoernnn, . (sake)
It may be only a small town, but it has an interesting natural history museum

............................. . (along)
He was a bit bad-tempered with me last week, so he gave me a box of chocolates

............................. . (way)
The road will be closed for major repairs ................c..coee. . (effect)

The crash was found to be the result of negligence ............................. . (part)

E Complete these extracts from a radio news report by expanding the notes in brackets.
Choose appropriate forms for the verbs and add prepositions and pronouns where
necessary.

Police have. .appealed. 1o witngsses for. information (appeal / witnesses / information)
about the fire which has led to the closure of the main east coast rail line at Crewbury.
A factory next to the line was burned down yesterday, causing major damage to the
track. Rail passengers are currently being ............................. (advise / use) the line.

In the first interview given by the Foreign Minister since newspapers reported

that she personally approved illegal arms sales, she ............................. (dismiss /

the reports) ‘completely untrue’. She went on to say that the accusation would not
............................. (prevent / do) her job, and that she intended to continue in her post.
Ten youngsters between the ages of 12 and 16 met the Prime Minister today

after they competed in the World Youth Maths Challenge. The Prime Minister
........................................... (congratulate / achieve) excellent results in the competition.
He gaid that they awsmecmasammrmsmms (benefit / take part) the After School Maths
scheme set up by the government to encourage young people’s enthusiasm for the
subject.

The Food and Agriculture Minister, Sheila Davies, .............cccocevnnennen. (quarrel /
European counterparts) the issue of fish conservation. During a discussion on the
decline in fish stocks, Ms Davies got into a heated argument, which ............................
(end / walk) out of the meeting.
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5 Senior environmental scientists have called on the government to act immediately
10 s (protect / the country) the effects of rising sea levels by building
additional coastal defences. However, a spokesperson from the Environment
Department said that the government wouldn’t ............................. (rush / invest)
substantial amounts of money on coastal defences when these might not provide a
long-term solution.

@ Add the missing prepositions to this letter. | %

Dear Jodi,

in
Sorry I haven’t been A touch you for such a long time, but it’s been a busy few
months.

T e S T

Earlier this year I heard that my great-aunt had died. Apart seeing her a couple
of times at my parents’ house, I didn’t really know her. So you can imagine my
surprise when I found she’d left me a cottage along some money in her will!

S e

When I saw the cottage, I just fell in love with it. It’s close a beautiful little village,
and looks out the sea. My great-aunt used it as a holiday home, and I've decided
to do the same. Unfortunately, it’s been badly looked, so I've had to spend most
weekends this year sorting the place.

I knew it was need.some work, and at first I thought I could get away giving it
a quick coat of paint. But I soon realised it was a much bigger job. There were
holes in the roof, and the window frames were so rotten some of the panes of
glass were danger falling out.

I was walking around the village one Saturday, wondering what best to do, when
who should I run but Barney Adams. Do you remember him from school? As
luck would have it, he now works in the village as a builder and decorator. We got
talking, and he said he’d come and look the house. Naturally, I took him up his
offer! He got really enthusiastic about it. He talked me replacing all the windows,
and he’s put in a new central heating system place the old coal fires. I've had to
prevent him extending the kitchen, which he was keen to do! He’s checked the
roof, and fortunately that doesn’t need replacing. Thanks Barney, the house is now
looking brilliant, and comparison other builders, he doesn’t charge very much.

The next project for me is to clean the mess in the garden, as it’s completely
overgrown. If you want to come and help me some time, feel free! You’ll always
be very welcome.

Love,
Emily
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rest of the book
[ Liste“iﬂg as well as the
P : , grammar in
E @ 24b You will hear four different extracts. For each, choose the answer this unit.

This exercise tests
grammar from the

(A, B or C) which fits best according to what you hear. There are two questions
for each extract.

Extract One

You hear Mark Harris being interviewed about his new book on immunisation.

1 Why, according to Mark Harris, do most scientists support immunisation?
A They are reluctant to disagree with the predominant view.
B They believe it is the best way to protect public health.
C They think it has worked effectively since it was developed.

2 In this interview, what is Mark Harris's main message?
A Views on the effectiveness of immunisation have changed over time.
B It is not desirable to immunise all children against disease.
C All immunisation is unsafe to some extent.

You hear a woman talking about snowboarding.

3 According to the speaker, the public don't realise that
A snowboarding is easier than skiing.
B snowboarding is difficult for beginners.
C snowboarders take their sport seriously.

4 According to the speaker, why don't skiers welcome snowboarders?
A They resent the fact that snowboarders generally have more money than skiers.
B They don't like the disruption that snowboarding causes.
C They don't like snowboarding being dominated by one group.
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Extract Three

You hear a woman talking about her job in a lost property office at a major railway station.

5 When she explains that their missing belongings aren't in the lost property office, most
people
A don’t believe her.
B are annoyed with her.
C realise that they have probably been stolen.

6 She believes that most unusual items of lost property
A are unwanted presents.
B have been left deliberately.
C have no value to their owners.

Extract Four

You hear a man on a radio travel programme talking about city audioguides for use on an
MP3 player.

7 According to the speaker, the City Sounds audioguide
A is no better than a guidebook.
B explains architecture well.
C includes irrelevant information.

8 The feature of Walk and Talk that the speaker particularly praises is
A the style of presentation.
B the accuracy of the information.
C the selection of music.
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Complete these sentences from Extract 3 by writing the object in brackets in one space
and an appropriate particle in the other. In which can you reverse the position of the
object and the particle?

1 It’s always difficult when I tell people that no-one’s handed Their property. in
£.in. Yhar property . (their property)

2 1 think most of them are secretly convinced that I'm hanging ............................
............................. (lost property) for myself or selling ............cccoee.
............................. - {85)

3 POODIE TOAVE (..o ivsresvitivesconns wssvsstpimiosssanosss oy sbes on trains that you really would not
believe. (some things)

4 I really think that people ‘accidentally’ leave unusual things like this on the train
because they don’t know how else to get rid ... i .

(them)

5 Youd think people would be able to @IVe ... i or
dispose of them in some other way rather than leaving them behind on trains, wouldn’t
you? (them)

Writing

The tourist authority is trying to increase the number of visitors from overseas that come to your
region. It has asked for reviews of local tourist attractions which have some historical interest
for publication in its magazine for visitors. Write your review of one tourist attraction. Describe it,
outline its historical interest, give your personal view of the attraction, and say why it will appeal
particularly to overseas visitors.

Write your review in 300-350 words.

This task gives you the chance to practise using complex prepositions:

in comparison with other tourist attractions; together with restaurants and clubs; away from
the crowds; as well as other attractions.

(» See Appendix 17.)
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Prepositions after nouns and adjectives

noun + preposition: related verbs and adjectives; noun + preposition
+ -ing or noun + preposition + noun; noun + of + -ing or noun +

to-infinitive; noun + in or noun + of; adjective + preposition

@ Do you prefer reading the news online
or in a newspaper? Why?

@ 25 Kate Pearce has set up an online newspaper called Happening. Recently she
visited her old school to talk to students about how she set up the paper. Listen to the
question and answer session and number these steps in the order Kate mentions them.

a contact advertisers .......... f borrow some money..........

b learn how to design a website .......... g design a prototype website ..........

¢ give more information about h increase involvement of teenagers ..........
famous people .......... i have the idea of a newspaper

d gather feedback on the website .......... for teenagers ....1....

e respond to criticism ..........

&' @ 25 Listen again and write the exact words you hear in the spaces.

1 I'd also had the opportunity to do a course on website design, and that
....... influenced.  my decision.

2 I felt that there wasa big.......................o an online newspaper.

3 Butwedid ... money to live on.

4 We had real ....omsmaamanis persuading banks to lend us anything at all.

5 Wetookthe ...........ccoooviiiinnn, work on it for six months.

0 IEWas s generate business at first.

7 1 think therell always be 2 ... traditional newspapers.

8 And do many people ... Happening?

9 In the-early days weused to getquitealot of ....oovmimams our news coverage.
10 Young people ..., very high standards nowadays.
g, — include a section on celebrities.
12 Young people may be able to havean ........................... government policies. i1

Underline the nouns you have written in Exercise 3, and find the related verb or
adjective. Which nouns used the same preposition as the related verb or adjective?
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I felt that there was a big demand for an online newspaper.
Every bank we approached was sceptical about whether the project would ever make money.
Many nouns and adjectives are typically followed by particular prepositions.

1 Noun + preposition: related verbs and adjectives

Many nouns are followed by the same prepositions as their related verb or adjective:
(> See Appendix 20.1.)

We used to get quite a lot of complaints about our news coverage. or
People used to complain a lot about our news coverage.

I wanted to increase young people’s awareness of current affairs. or
[ wanted to make young people more aware of current affairs.

A few are followed by different prepositions from their related adjective:
(»See Appendix 20.1.)
We take pride in the design of our website. or We are proud of the design of our website.

Some take a preposition where their related verb does not:

(» See Appendix 20.1.)

Young people may be able to have an influence on government policies. or
Young people may be able to influence government policies.

2 Noun + preposition + -ing or noun + preposition + noun

Most noun + preposition combinations can be followed either by an -ing form or a noun:
There have been protests about locating a new nuclear power station on the east coast. or
There have been protests about the location of a new nuclear power station on the east coast.
(> See Appendix 20.2.)

A Some noun + preposition combinations are more usually followed by a noun than an -ing
form:

I felt there was a demand for the publication of an online newspaper. rather than

I felt there was a demand for publishing an online newspaper.

(> See Appendix 20.2.)

3 Noun + of + ing or noun + to-infinitive

Some nouns can be followed be either of + -ing or a to-infinitive with little difference in
meaning:

The idea of setting up some kind of newspaper for young people came from that time. or
The idea to set up ...

I had the opportunity to do a course on website design. or

I had the opportunity of doing a course on website design.

(> See Appendix 20.3.)
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: W nouns and adjectives

Some nouns have more than one meaning and are followed by either of + -ing or to-infinitive
depending on which meaning is used:

Young people get the chance to contribute in various ways. (chance = opportunity)

The barks thought there was little chance of making it a commercial success.

(chance = likelihood)

(» See Appendix 20.3.)

Some nouns can be followed by of + -ing, but not a to-infinitive:
The difficulty of persuading the banks to lend us money meant that we had to borrow money

[from our parents. (not The-difficulty-to-persuade-the-banks ...)
(» See Appendix 20.3.)

Some nouns can be followed by a to-infinitive, but not of + -ing:
We took the decision to work on it for six months. (not We-took-the-decision-of workingon-itfor-six
(> See Appendix 20.3.)

4 Noun + in or noun + of

We use increase / decrease / rise / fall + in when we talk about what is increasing or decreasing,
and increase / decrease / rise / fall + of to talk about the amount of an increase or decrease:

The recent increase in hits on the website means that we can charge more for advertising space.
(not Fherecentinerease-of i )

We've had an increase of about 50% in the last three months alone. (not We've-had-an-increase-in-
about-50% ...)

Other nouns like this include: cut, decline, downturn, drop; gain, growth, jump, leap.

5 Adjective + preposition: expressing feelings
Many adjectives which refer to feelings or opinions are followed by particular prepositions:
Young people seem generally very enthusiastic about the site.

They were very wary of advertising on the site.
(» See Appendix 20.4.)

6 Adjective + preposition: different meanings

Some adjectives are followed by different prepositions, depending on meaning:

I knew they were concerned about what was going on in the world. (concerned about = worried
about)

We have a reviews section, which is concerned with films, CDs, DVDs and books. (concerned with
= to do with)

(» See Appendix 20.5.)
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As the men came towards him, knives in hand, he felt afraid ............... his life.

Get Brian to do the decorating. He'’s particularly good .............. wallpapering.

We ought to get our website redesigned. I think it would be good ............... business.

['was really furious.......cmme Steve for turning up so late.

Local people are furious ............... the decision to build a power station.

I thinkit's unfair: ... you to blame me for missing the plane. It wasn’t my fault
the taxi was late.

The teacher kept the whole class in after school, which I thought was unfair...............

those of us who hadn’t been behaving badly.
I'm really sorry ............... the coffee on the carpet. I didn’t notice your cup there.

1 fee] really sorry v Sarah. She lost all her work when her computer crashed.

ﬁ Rewrite the sentences using a noun related to the underlined verb or adjective. Make

as few other changes as possible.

1
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At the meeting we discussed the pros and cons of private education.
At the meeting we had a discussion about / on the pros and. cons of private education.
She admitted that the salary increase had influenced her decision to take the new job.

The children’s spelling has improved noticeably since they were each given a dictionary.
Alex has done very well at university and we are very proud of his achievement.
Although I don’t agree with his political beliefs, I greatly admire his writing.

The flooding seriously damaged many of the houses in the village.

When you come to collect the parcel, please bring documents to prove your identity.
Northern Rail has banned the use of mobile phones on its trains.

To solve the problem of severe traffic congestion, drivers are to be charged £10 a day
for bringing their cars into the city centre.

¥ Choose the correct option. In some sentences both are correct.

Researchers have developed a treatment that they claim can significantly reduce the
likelihood of getting / to get skin cancer.

After his heart attack, Tom had the sense of cutting / to cut down on the amount of
fatty foods he ate.
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